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phrase-crediting as well as the peace. 
Ralph L. Peters, editor of the Sigma 
Delta Chi magazine, the Quill, relates 
that when the Germans summoned the 
so-called Lost Battalion of the 77th 
Division to surrender in the Argonne 
Forest on Oct. 7, 1918, Maj. Charles 
W. Whittlesey did not say, “Go to 
hell!” either orally or in writing. This 
is asserted by Wilbur Forrest, now as- 
sistant editor of the New York Herald 
Tribune, in his book, Behind the Front 
Page. Mr. Forrest was a correspondent 
with the AEF in that other war and 
ought to know. 

Mr. Peters is authority for the infor- 
mation—useful information, I should 
say, and not widely possessed—that no 
one said, “Lafayette, we are here.” He 
says, however, that General Pershing 
said it in substance. The general was 
credited with the phrase soon after 
July 4, 1917, when he spoke briefly be- 
fore Lafayette’s tomb at Picpus ceme- 
tery, in France. Again Wilbur Forrest, 
who stood within a few feet of the 


April 


tomb at the ceremonies, is. the eye-wit- 
ness. 

The set speech was made by Col. 
Charles E. Stanton, of West Virginia, 
AEF paymaster and a noted orator, to 
whom the Lafayette phrase sometimes 
is erroneously attributed, After Colonel 
Stanton spoke, a floral wreath was 
brought and General Pershing placed 
it upon the marble slab. 

When the spectators demanded a 
speech, the general, who disliked mak- 
ing speeches, responded briefly. As Mr. 
Forrest tells it, the general “had not 
planned to speak and felt that every- 
thing had been already charmingly 
stated by Colonel Stanton. Then, tak- 
ing a hitch on his nerves, he added that 
it was an inspiration to stand before 
the tomb of Lafayette.” 

“*We are here,’ he concluded, ex- 
pressing finality.” 

Let us look to our phrases jealously 
as the stuff of history. Let us have them 
straight in the light of truth. They are 
great enough to stand it. 
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melon vine in a flower bed on the paro- 
chial grounds. He covered the vine 
with flowers and no one knew it was 
there until he brought out a ripe water- 
melon from the center of the floral ar- 
rangement. 

Over a period of ten years, one man 
estimates that from 100 tomato plants 
he has received 10 to 25 bushels of 
tomatoes each year. 

The trick of the gardening trade 
which baffles the city farmer is that 
of making each cabbage plant produce 
two crops. Mr. Bastine stumbled onto 
that secret a number of years ago. Just 
before the first cabbage reaches matu- 
rity, he cuts off the head carefully and 
not too deeply. Later a second crop of 
small heads, some no larger than Brus- 
sels sprouts, grows on the original plant 
stalk. As many as 15 small cabbages 


October 


have been grown on a single plant. 

The project has succeeded largely 
because of the individual efforts of the 
gardeners. Sweat and tears were of- 
fered on the altar of sacrifice; the 
former given willingly by interested 
adults, the latter by youngsters taken 
from their play. Throughout the ten 
seasons, families have cooperated in 
the general program and with each 
other. Tools, seeds and recipes have 
been shared. Aside from physical and 
spiritual benefits derived from work- 
ing harmoniously in the fresh air and 
sunshine, those 50 to 100 families have 
engaged in a semicooperative program 
which has paid enormous dividends. 

Since this program exists by their 
efforts, it should not cease with the 
end of the war but live as long as peo- 
ple like fresh chard and beet tops. 
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